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Most of the people of the world well know that Bangladesh is a developing country in Asia and there is a hilly region in the name of Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) in this country comprising with an area of 13,190.87 sq. km and more than one million indigenous tribal had been dwelling here in this region from time immemorial i. e. for eras together and most of whom would make their livelihood on shifting jum cultivation in the hills. I really feel very proud myself that the organisers who have organised this eminent Workshop on Current Situation of Refugees in Asia and the role of NGOs giving me the opportunity to represent from Bangladesh for enlightening the current situation of tribal refugees in Bangladesh. In deed it is a timely step of arranging such an international workshop.


1. Cause of the Refugee Situation

At the time of partition of Indo-Pak Sub-Continent in 1947 in two sovereign countries there were only 2% plain peoples (Bangalees) in this region and that is why the politically conscious leaders of tribal communities wanted to be included with India on the basis of two-nations theory as was followed in the case of India & Pakistan. But the cherished desire of these tribal leaders could not have come to the success being minority and having no political rights as a result the then Pakistan Government would have been treating the tribal peoples as a moral supporters of India. On this suspicion the then Pakistan Govt. would have been dealing discriminating treat with the tribal peoples. Being cherished with this very ideology the then Pakistan Govt. started action of rooting out the existence of the tribal from Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) and as a first step of their brutal action they have constructed a Hydro-Electric Project on Karnafully River at Kaptai in Rangamati district in spite of vehement resistance & objection due to which more than 54,000 acres of paddy land were submerged and about 100,000 tribal had to become landless and homeless and 50% of them had to be compelled to take refuge in Tripura, Assam, Meghaloy, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh of India who are known to have not yet derived the citizenship of India. These ill-fated refugees being second class citizen of India are known to have been passing inhuman life who are always on the pressure of being pushed back to Bangladesh. The remaining 50% who did not cross over border were nominally rehabilitated in different parts of CHT and in this way an untold grief starts becoming accumulated in the minds of indigenous tribal peoples of CHT.

By this time the peoples of the then East Pakistan achieved independence and appeared a new country in the world map in the name of Bangladesh in 1971. Then the unfortunate tribal peoples naturally hoped that their long-felt accumulated grief would be mitigated at least to some extent in this newly borne country. But the fate of these tribal peoples remained same as it was in the past. Rather it had come down disaster in the forehead of the tribal peoples when the great leader of Bangladesh late Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman advised Mr. Manabendra Narayan Larma, an undisputed tribal leader of CHT and a Member of Parliament (MP) of erstwhile Bangladesh Parliament in 1972 for becoming Bangalees in reply to the claim for making provision of constitutional affiliation in the Bangladesh Constitution for the safeguard and preservation of separate ethnic identity of the indigenous tribal peoples of Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT).

On this sensational issue being aggrieved with sorrow and grief Mr. Larma finding no way out of attaining permanent solution went to the hideout along with his followers and started arm-struggle for the achievement of the desired goal. In the meanwhile infiltration of Bangalees in CHT had been started with direct and indirect support or help of the then Bangladesh Government & its machinery posted at CHT which had transformed into the severe stage during the regime of late President Ziaur Rahman only with a view to denumbering the population of tribal communities of CHT. Together with the settlement of Bangalees there had been launched anti-insurgency operational works by the Bangladesh Army in CHT and the grievances of the tribal peoples had not end. Around 100,000 families of Bangalee had been settled in different parts of CHT up to 1984 because of which the social and political atmosphere had deteriorated and physical torturing upon the innocent tribal on the plea of being the members of Shanti Bahini had increased to a great extent. With this advantage communal riot had been created by the infiltrated Bangalees with the backing of the local administration and the Armies deployed in CHT and this communal riot together with setting fire in the dwelling houses of the tribal peoples continued months together. For this indiscriminate torturing and brutal killing simultaneously launched by the Bangladesh Army and the Bangalee settlers in the rural areas in particular more than 70,000 peoples had to cross over Bangladesh border and took refugee in different Refugee Camps at Tripura, India. Those who could not cross over border took shelter in the safety places within Hill Tracts leaving behind their movable and immovable properties and the settlers looted these movable properties and also dispossessed the lands.


2. Current Situation of Refugees

In accordance with the agreed commitment of the Bangladesh Government for offering 20 points package advantage the refugees numbering 64,609 in 12,222 families enthusiastically repatriated from the Refugee Camps of India on 27 Feb'98 in the last. But in reality most of these package advantages have not been given to them.

So the followings are the major problem among others which are yet to be implemented.

1. As many as 72 families are still staying in the staging camp at Dighinala & Matiranga for not giving back their homesteads already under the possession of the Bangalees.

2. Paddy land of 942 families have not yet been vacated by the Bangalees.

3. Homesteads of 1,331 families are still under the possession of Bangalees.

4. Garden of 774 families are yet be vacated by the Bangalees.

5. A total No. of 40 villages are still under the possession of Security Forces and Bangalees.

6. A total number of 9 Buddhist temples, cremation ground and Buddhist Orphanages had been encroached & not yet vacated.

7. A total number of Primary Schools that had been shifted from the places of tribal refugees in their absence have not yet been re-installed to its previous places.

As per statistics found during survey carried out by the Taskforce Committee formed by the Govt. that there are 82,020 families of Inner-Refugees in 3 districts of CHT who are yet be rehabilitated. Although there is a Taskforce Committee under the auspices of the Govt. for taking up rehabilitation works of the Inner Refugees but no progress excepting that of meeting has yet been achieved. After the lapse of one a half year the Taskforce could have made only the assessment of the number of Inner Refugees. So, their action in the rehabilitation of Inner Refugees does not seem to be desirable and hopeful. It is nothing but passing time by adopting dilatory tactic in the disposal of the same. Now it transpires that a total number of 94,240 families repatriated refugees and Inner Refugees are there in CHT i. e. 471,200 peoples of tribal communities are in the floating condition passing their uncertain lives. Consequently the entire socio-economic situation of the indigenous tribal peoples of CHT is at the confronting of fatal threat. At present, these refugees are in the jobless position having no scope of cultivating land which are under the possession of the settlers and the lands got back were also full of jungle for lying uncultivated for years together which are yet to be reclaimed and that cannot be possible for them for want of money. By this time distribution of ration by Govt. has also been stopped permanently. Since the indigenous tribal peoples are not skilled in industrial works as because there is no such industry in this hill areas.


3. Human rights violation of refugees

Since the indigenous tribal refugees are passing jobless life they have no other alternative but to starvation for days together. If this condition is continued for an indefinite period the existence of indigenous tribal peoples in CHT is at the confronting of threat and there will no doubt, create a serious anomalies in the lives of them which may come under the purview of gross violation of human rights. As result the activities of terrorist have increased to a large scale in this area and there is an upward trend of such activities for which the role of Police Administration is seen to be negligible.

Besides these, murder, rape, dacoity etc. is a regular feature and no fair justice is derived from the administration as because procedural delay in the disposal of cases causes harassment to the tribal peoples. So, human rights violation of refugees is always occurred here in this CHT.


4. Possible role of NGOs

Since a congenial atmosphere for the political stability is prevailing here consequence upon the signing of Peace Accord in 1997 in between the Bangladesh Government and the Parbattya Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samity (PCJSS), I am of the opinion that this is the proper time for playing important role by the NGOs for the restoration of almost annihilated socio-economic structure of the refugees through taking up comprehensive development works in different sectors of the following components. But since the Peace Accord has not yet been fully implemented the NGOs may move the Government of Bangladesh giving pressure for implementing the Peace Accord as soon as possible so that the political situation should come to a better state than that of present position.

1. Social Work
a) Low-cost Housing Project for the Refugees

b) Development of Village Roads through Food for Works

2. Agriculture and Horticulture

a) Agora-Forestry Project

b) Irrigation project

c) Social Afforestation establishing Nursery

3. Health-care & Medical Services

a) Establishment of free Medical Service Centre

4. Public Health

a) Sinking of deep Tube-well and Ring-well in the Refugee Villages

b) Installation of Water-sealed Latrine for the Refugees


5) Industry with locally available Raw Materials
a) Establishment of Fruit processing Factory

b) Establishment of Wood processing Factory

c) Establishment of caning Factory

d) Establishment of Weaving Factory


6) Education
a) Promotion of Primary Education

b) Establishment of Residential School up to Primary level in the Villages of Refugees

I am confident enough that if appropriate step is taken for the implementation of the above project there will bring a radical change in the life of the Refugees and other dwellers of CHT too.

So, through my concise speech I cordially invite stirring call to the generous Representative of the NGOs of Asia and that of the entire world to come forward with their helping hands for the works of humanity in CHT Bangladesh for which all possible co-operation will be rendered by the local NGOs in CHT.

In this connection it is mentioned that the Parbattya Bouddha Mission (PBM) has established an Orphanage for giving shelter to the children of the Refugees and a Residential School for their education. Besides these, Vocational Training Centre viz Computer Training, Operating of Lathe, Drilling & Welding Machine, Tailoring & Embroidery are under the execution of the PBM in order to gear up the socio-economic condition of the Refugees and the poor peoples. AusAID of Australian High Commission in Bangladesh has distributed 1,000 goats among the refugees and poor families last year with the cooperation of PBM. I can boldly express that the PBM has got ability to implement any projects that may be beneficial to the general mass. May all the living beings be happy!

Thank you all.

