
Communal attack on Jumma People by Bengali Settlers at 
Maischari under Mahalchari 

 

1. Incident: 

On 3 April 2006 at around 8.30 a.m. 100-150 Bengali settlers (Non-Indigenous Political Migrants) 
committed a communal attack on five Jumma (Indigenous Peoples) villages named Saprue Karbari Para, 
Nua Para, Chakra Para, Paisi Mahajan Para and Patha Para under Maischari union of Mahalchari upazila in 
Khagrachari Hill District in CHT of Bangladesh. 

In this attack 2 Jumma girls were raped and 50 above Jumma persons received injuries. Among injured, 11 
villagers including 2 raped were admitted to Khagrachari district hospital. One of them was transferred to 
Chittagong Medical College hospital with serious condition. About 100 Jumma houses were looted and 
household goods broken down. The attack was occurred relating to land grabbing by Bengali settlers. 

2. Background: 

The Government of Bangladesh and the PCJSS (Parbatya Chattagram Jana Samhati Samiti) signed the 
CHT Agreement in 1997. The Government did not implement it properly. On the contrary, it continues 
patronizing forcible land grabbing and expansion of settlements of Bengali Settlers as well as fresh 
migration of Bengali settlers from other parts of the country. 

In 2000-2001 Bengali settlers from Pakujyachari cluster village under Mahalchari upazila directly protected 
by army from Mahalchari army zone and Pakujyachari army camp forcibly grabbed lands recorded in the 
names of the Jumma people of Joysen Karbari Para under Maischari union of Mahalchari upazila. They 
expanded their settlement constructing houses funded by Islamic religious organizations and the 
Government authorities. 

In 2004-2005 Bengali settlers protected by military from Keyang Ghat army camp and Mahalchari army 
zone expanded their settlement on the recorded lands of the Jumma people at Keyang Ghat and Limuchari 
area under Mahalchari upazila. 

Between 29 January 2006 and 31 March 2006 Bengali settlers from Nunchari cluster village along with 
freshly migrated Bengali settlers built about 150 houses on the recorded lands of the Jumma people of 
Gamaridhala under Khagrachari sadar upazila. 

Since 1 April 2006 Bengali settlers from Nunchari cluster village and Joysen Karbari Para cluster village 
again started clearing grounds for making houses on the recorded lands of the Bouddha Shishughar 



Orphanage and Jumma villagers located near the spot of the incident at Saprue Karbari Para. Every day 
they threatened the Jumma people for committing communal riots. 

It is very clear that it was a planned communal attack on the Jumma people for grabbing land and 
expanding settlement of the Bengal settlers there. 

3. Occurrence: 

On 2 April 2006 a group of Bengali settler women from Joysen Karbari Para went to Saprue Karbari Para 
and started to build houses on a land owned by the indigenous Jumma villagers. Some indigenous Jumma 
women of Saprue Karbari Para resisted the Bengali settler women. Following the incident, next day on 3 
April at around 8.30 a.m., a group of Bengali settler women along with men, at first, started throwing 
brickbats at the houses of Jumma villagers. When Jumma women came out, the Bengali settler women 
asked them to leave the place forever. Jumma women protested against it and at a stage, the Bengali settlers 
including women made attack upon two Jumma girls, namely, Ms. Thuimrajai Marma (16) d/o late 
Mamong Marma and Ms. Krajai Marma (20) d/o Riprue Chai Marma. Hearing the shouts, their mothers 
namely Ms. Abaikrai Marma w/o late Mamong Marma and Ms. Miashu Marma w/o Riprue Chai Marma 
rushed to the spot to rescue their daughters. The Bengali settlers attacked on them too. They (Bengali 
settlers) tied up the Jumma women with rope and kidnapped them to a Bengali settler’s house of Joysen 
Karbari Para. The Bengali settlers beat up and raped two girls- Ms Thuimrajai Marma and Ms. Krajai 
Marma there. 

At that time, Venerable Sumana Mahathero, a Buddhist monk and Director of Maischari Boudha 
Shishughar Orphanage was going to Mahalchari upazila headquarters. Hearing the shouts, he (monk) 
proceeded toward the spot. He found two Jumma girls senseless and naked. When he protested about the 
girls the settlers beat and ran after him. He narrowly escaped. 

Exactly at that moment, a truck carrying a group of Bengali settlers from Nunchari cluster village and 
adjacent areas under Maischari union equipped with sharp metal weapons and sticks reached there and 
joined with others from Joysen Karbari Para. They (settlers) found first Mr. Tuku Mani Chakma (30) s/o 
Asha Purna Chakma at Nua Para road and chopped him indiscriminately. He (Tuku Mani) was left there 
assuming death. 

Then the Bengali settlers numbering to 100-150 proceeded and attacked the Jumma villages, namely, 
Saprue Karbari Para, Nua Para, Chakra Para, Paisi Mahajan Para and Patha Para respectively. They 
chopped and hit Jumma people indiscriminately. They looted and broke down household goods. Jumma 
people tried to flee away from their houses and villages. The Marma villagers of Saprue Karbari Para, Paisi 
Mahajan Para and Patha took shelter at Bali Para Primary School near to Maischari old bazar. Chakma 
villagers of Nua Para, Chakra Para, Manikchari Rabi Chandra Karbari Para, Bindu Kamar Chairman Para 
and Manikchari Master Para took shelter at neighbouring villages, namely, Bihar Para, Jaduganala, 
Karalyachari, Bishwajit Chairman Para, East Manikchari, Ultachari, Dankupya, Ghatgarh Para and Aparna 
Mahajan Para etc. 

3. Casualties: 

In the incident 100 above Jumma houses were exposed and about 50 above Jumma persons received 
injuries. Of them 11 Jumma men, women and girls admitted to Khagrachari hospital. They victims were: 

1) Mr. Tuku Mani Chakma (30), s/o Asha Purna Chakma, Vill- Nua Para, Maischari 
2) Mr. Junal Marma (35), s/o Uhla Aung Marma, Vill- Nua Para, Maischari 
3) Mr. Sa Prue Marma (65), s/o late Nishi Marma, Vill- Saprue Karbari Para 
4) Ms. Thuimrajai Marma (16), d/o late Mamong Marma, Vill- Saprue Karbari Para 
5) Ms. Miashu Marma (48) w/o Riprue Chai Marma, Saprue Karbari Para 
6) Ms. Krajai Marma (20), d/o Riprue Chai Marma, Vill- Saprue Karbari Para 
7) Mr. Mongshu Marma (70) s/o late Baicha Marma, Vill- Saprue Karbari Para 
8) Mr. Mongsanai Marma (26) s/o Krai Aung Marma, Vill- Chakra Para 
9) Mr. Kongjai Marma (18) s/o Riprue Chai Marma, Vill- Chakra Para 
10) Mr. Mongneo Marma (40) s/o late Baicha Marma, Vill- Chakra Para 
11) Mr. Mong Pai Marma (50) s/o Kongja Aung Marma, Vill- Chakra Para. 



Among them, Tuku Mani Chakma precariously injured was transferred to Chittagong Medical College. He 
was severely chopped at head, shoulders and other part of his body. Besides, Ms. Aungkra Marma (52) w/o 
Thowai Aung Marma of Chakra Para was also injured. Her left leg was broken. She is taking treatment 
from indigenous physician at Dankupya village. Among the Bengali settler attackers, following were 
injured and admitted Khagrachari hospital: 
1) Chan Miah (30), s/o Julu Shaikh, Vill- Joysen Karbari Para 
2) Hawa Khatun (30), w/o Idrish Ali, Vill- Joysen Karbari Para 
3) Joygun Nesha (35) w/o Abdul Mannan, Vill- Joysen Karbari Para 
4) Hafizur Rahman (19) s/o Mahiuddin, Vill- Joysen Karbari Para. 
4. Perpetrators: 

About 100-150 Bengali settlers from Nunchari and Joysen Karbari Para cluster villages participated in this 
attack. The main perpetrators were identified as follows: 
1) Md. Mostofa (40) s/o late Mujubur Rahman 
2) Md. Fazulul Rahman (25) s/o late Moslemuddin 
3) Md. Kasem (45) s/o late Moslemuddin 
4) Mr. Lal Mian (28) s/o Ahmad Motaleb 
5) Md. Sattar Mistri (37) s/o unknown 
6) Md. Gafur (30) s/o late Kabir Ahmad 
7) Mr. Shamsu (28) s/o Nurul Islam 
8) Mr. Ruhul Amin (35) s/o late Mabin Mian 
9) Md. Shahid (28) s/o Latif Khan 
10) Mr. Aman Ullah (29) s/o Adan Haque 
11) Mr. Suraj Mian (26) s/o Mafiz Mian 
12) Mr. Yakub Ali alias Bahar (42) s/o late Mabin Mian 
13) Mr. Mian Khan (26) s/o Md. Abdul 
14) Mr. Hossain Ali (35) s/o Dulu Mian 
15) Mr. Narayan (22) s/o unknown 
16) Mr. Firoj Mian (35) s/o Abdul Ali 
17) Md. Sohel (24) s/o late Jahir Uddin 
18) Mr. Abu Samad (35) s/o Abdur Rahman 
19) Mr. Tapan Das (25) s/o Narayan Das 
20) Mr. Abul Barat (38) s/o late Hafez Ahmad Latif 
21) Md. Manir Hossain (40) s/o Abdur Rahman 

The perpetrators mentioned above were from Nunchari cluster village under Mahalchari upazila. It is 
reported that 9 Bengali settlers committed the raping. Of them, (1) Babu; (2) Kausar; (3) Sabur Ali and (4) 
Aminul were identified by the victims. 

5. Loss of property: 

It is reported that more than 100 Jumma houses were looted and household goods broken down. Of them, 
30 houses at Saprue Karbari Para, 39 houses at Paisi Mahajan Para, 9 houses at Nua Para and 22 houses at 
Patha Para were looted and valuables of them were destroyed. In addition, hostel, kitchen and other houses 
of Bouddha Shishughar orphanage were destroyed and looted. (Please see annex-1). 

6. Role of security forces & counter steps:  

A camp of the APBN (Armed Police Battalion) of Nua Para Bengali Cluster village is situated at a distance 
of 150 meters from the spot of the occurrence at Saprue Karbari Para. The commander did not take any step 
to protect the unarmed and innocent Jumma people. 

Mahalchari police station and Mahalchari army zone camp are situated at a distance of 8 kms from the spot 
only. The police and army from Mahalchari arrived at the spot after one and a half-hour. The attack was by 
that time almost over. 

The Khagrachar sadar police station and Khagrachari army region are situated at a distance of 8 kms while 
Nunchari Cluster village army camp at 2 kms only. They did nothing to prevent the Bengali settlers of 
Nunchari cluster village for proceeding towards the spot for communal attack equipped with lethal 
weapons. 



No sooner had the incident commenced then the army, on the pretext of security, maintained restriction of 
visiting the area by any journalist or Jumma leaders until 4.00 p.m. on the day. On 7 April 2006 Bijitala 
army camp led by Major Bashir Ahmed Chowdhury of Bijitala sub-zone of 32 EBR (East Bengal 
Regiment) did not allow a group of journalists who came from Dhaka to visit Nunchari and Lemuchari area 
and sent back them to Khagrachari sadar. 

7. Arrest and release: 

On 4 April 2006 the police of Mahalchari police station arrested 6 innocent Jumma persons, whom they got 
at Saprue Karbari Para village. The police, of course, arrested 24 Bengali settlers from the spot who were 
released on bail three days later on 7 April. The leaders of BNP (ruling party) have assisted in getting bail. 
Until and unless Bengali settlers got bail the BNP leaders confined the Jumma leaders, such as, Sajai 
Marma, Chairman of Maischari union who were present at the court. 
On the contrary, arrested 6 Jumma were set free on 9 April. They were: 
1) Mr. Priya Ranjan Chakma (22) s/o late Shanti Ranjan Chakma of vill- Joysen Karbari Para 
2) Mr. Thakkhula Chakma (22) s/o late Shanti Moy Chakma of vill- Chitta Ranjan Karbari Para 
3) Mr. Nihar Ranjan Chakma (25) s/o Ratnasen Karbari of vill- Manikchari Ratnasen Karbari Para 
4) Mr. Sajai Marma (25) s/o Mongsajai Marma of vill- Manikchari Ratnasen Karbari Para 
5) Mr. Sumati Lal Chakma (19) s/o Ramendra Lal Chakma of vill- Manikchari Ratnasen Karbari Para 
6) Mr. Sahel Chakma (19) s/o Pritimoy Chakma of vill- Purba Manikchari. 

8. Case filed: 

On 3 April 2006 two cases - one (GR no. 86/2006) by Jumma villager named Mr. Kyajai Marma s/o 
Labrechai Marma of Saprue Karbari Para and another (GR no. 85/2006) by Bengali settler named Ms. 
Hasina Begum w/o Md. Abdul Hai of Joysen Karbari Para have been lodged with Mahalchari police 
station. The police did not take any step to arrest the actual culprits. 

9. Protest: 

o On 3 April the PCJSS organized demonstrations and protest meetings in Khagrachari district 
headquarters. On that day the leaders of Khagrachari District Citizen Forum and CHT Jumma Refugee 
Welfare Association visited spot and condemned the attack. In an e-release Legal Aid Research 
Association (LARA) based in Khagrachari district protested against it.  

o On 4 April PCJSS organized demonstrations and meetings in Rangamati and Bandarban hill district 
headquarters. PCP (Hill Student Council) also brought out, protesting the attack, processions in Dhaka 
and Chittagong. Indigenous Student Action Forum and other democratic student organizations also 
joined the procession. In addition, Marma Unnayan Sangsad also organized protest procession in 
Khagrachari condemning the attack. They submitted memorandum to the Prime Minister of 
Government of Bangladesh through Deputy Commissioner of Khagrachari district demanding judicial 
probe into the attack. 

o On 8 April Bangladesh Adivasi Adhikar Andolan and Bangladesh Adivasi Forum organised protest 
meeting at Shahid Minar in Dhaka. Among others, Laxmi Prasad Chakma of PCJSS, Haidor Akbar 
Khan Rono of Bangladesh Workers’ Party, Ruhin Hossain Prince of Bangladesh Communist Party, 
Abul Halim Shahabuddin of Bangladesh Samyabadi Dal, Professor Dr. Abdus Salam, Professor 
Rafiquallah Khan, Professor Dr. Sadeka Halim, Associate Professor Mesbah Kamal, writer Bipradas 
Barua, Hayat Mahmud, Hilaro Foyezi, Sharifuzzam Sharif, James Wolr Kakshi, Ripan Chandra 
Barman spoke the meeting.  

o On 9 April Parbatya Bhikkhu Sangha-Bangladesh brought out procession in Khagrachari and 
Rangamati hill districts. Adivasi Bhikkhu Society also participated in the procession in Rangamati 
district. They submitted memorandum to the Prime Minister of Government of People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh condemning the attack and demanding justice. 

10. Demands/Appeal: 

The Jumma people basically placed the following demands for immediate action: 
1) Provide adequate medical treatment and compensation to the victims. 
2) Make immediate arrangements for rehabilitation of the molested girls. 



3) Evacuate and take severe punitive actions against the Bengali settlers involved in the attack. 
4) Return the lands to the legitimate owners i.e. indigenous Jumma people and Maischari Boudha 

Shishughar orphanage. 
5) Take back Bengali settlers to their clusters villages and finally rehabilitate them outside CHT. 
6) Withdraw all temporary camps including de facto military rule ‘Operation Uttoran’. 
7) Implement CHT Accord properly and speedy. 

On 5 April 2006 a 3-member delegation from CHT Regional Council submitted 2 applications to Mr. 
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Minister of Local Government and Rural development Ministry for providing 
relief materials and cash to the victims of the incident and to close down the Bengali settlers to their former 
cluster villages respectively. Mr. Bhuiyan is the President of the Committee on CHT. 

11. Visits of journalists, political leaders & others: 

On 3 April 2006 a team of Khagrachari District Citizen Forum and Parbatya Bouddha Mission led by 
Venerable Sumanalankar Mahathero of PBM and Santoshota Chakma Bakul paid visit to the spot.  

On 6 April a group of journalists from Dhaka visited Saprue Karbari Para and other affected villages to 
look into the fact. The journalists included Ekhteyar Uddin of Daily Bhorer Kagoj, Pinaki Roy of Daily 
Star, Sirajul Islam Abed of Daily Jugantar, Alamgir Swapan of Daily Janakantha, Sheikh Abdullah ofDaily 
Sangbad and Rajib Tripura of Weekly Ekattur. But on 7 April 2006 Bijitala army camp led by Major Bashir 
Ahmed Chowdhury of Bijitala sub-zone of 32 EBR (East Bengal Regiment) did not allow them to visit 
Nunchari and Lemuchari area. 

On 9-10 April a 12-member team of human rights activists from Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust 
(BLAST), Dhaka Bar Council, Ain O Salish Kendra, Association of Land Reform and Development 
(ALRD), Nijera Kori, Bangladesh Women Lawyer Association and Bangladesh Mahila Samiti visited the 
spot. 

On 10 April a team of CHT Regional Council consisting of its member Mr. Raktotpal Tripura and Jafar 
Ahmad visited the spot. Assistant Commissioner Mr. Ajmal from Khagrachari district adminsitration also 
accompanied them. 

On 10 April a parliamentary team of Awami League (opposition party) consisting Colonel (Retd.) Faruque 
Khan MP, Bir Bahadur MP, Major General (Retd.) Asma Amin MP, Fazle Karim MP, Rafiqul Anowar MP 
and Brigadier General (Retd.) Abu Bakar MP paid visits the spot. 

12. Present situation: 

Though Chakma villagers of Nua Para, Chakra Para, Manikchari Rabi Chandra Karbari Para, Bindu Kamar 
Chairman Para and Manikchari Master Para have returned their homesteads, but most of Jumma villagers 
of Saprue Karbari Para, Paisi Mahajan Para and Patha consisting around 400 families of 3 villages are still 
deserted so far. Most of the students of Bouddha Shishughar orphanage who fled from the orphanage 
following the attack had not yet returned back and the school remains closed. 

13. Government’s measures: 

The government did not take any positive measure with regard to the incident until present. Even Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) and Superintendent of Police (SP) of Khagrachari did not visit the spot. Only 
Additional Superintendent of Police paid visit on 3 April. 

 


